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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1950. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Education  Committee. 

Undoubtedly  the  work  of  school  medical  inspection  ranks  among 
the  most  important  tasks  undertaken  by  a Local  Authority  on  behalf 
of  its  inhabitants.  The  reasons  for  this  are  sufficiently  obvious  when 
one  recalls  that  the  service  deals  with  the  formative  years,  when  any 
tendency  in  the  young  towards  ill-health  can  be  detected,  prevented 
or  ameliorated.  This  work  may  often  be  unattractive  from  the  medical 
point  of  view,  being  devoid  of  the  glamour  that  surrounds  the  more 
spectacular  branches  of  curative  medicine,  but  it  is  surely  equally 
essential. 

It  is  gratifying,  therefore,  to  report  that  during  1950  some  of  the 
damage  that  has  recently  been  done  to  the  local  school  medical  service 
has  been  repaired.  In  Gateshead,  the  professional  staff  has  been 
fairly  well  maintained,  and  in  particular  the  staff  of  the  dental  depart- 
ment is  only  one  below  establishment. 

The  development  of  the  association  between  the  school  medical 
staff  and  the  specialist  services  has  proceeded  and  is  still  being  stimu- 
lated, but  it  is  regretted  that  child  guidance,  which  was  developed  in 
Gateshead  before  the  appointed  day,  is  still  in  abeyance  for  the  time 
being.  Additional  ophthalmological  help  has  been  obtained  in  the 
services  of  Mr.  J.  S.  Arkle,  so  that,  with  Mr.  H.  Vernon  Ingram,  the 
considerable  waiting  list  of  children  requiring  attention  to  the  eyes  is 
beginning  to  be  reduced. 

Probably  the  most  serious  condition  handicapping  school  children 
in  Gateshead  is  the  high  incidence  of  tuberculosis.  From  the  report 
it  will  be  noted  that  there  were  some  119  children  suffering  or  con- 
valescent from  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs,  and  27  from  tuberculosis  of 
other  organs.  It  is  at  this  age  that  it  seems  possible  to  introduce  the 
protective  element  of  B.C.G.  vaccination  in  the  hope  of  providing  an 
immunity  which  will  safeguard  the  children  from  the  adult  forms  of 
tuberculosis  which  are  so  common  on  Tyneside.  The  matter,  however. 
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requires  study  and  research,  not  a little  of  which  should  be  directed 
to  the  origin  and  manner  of  infection  of  children  by  the  tubercle 
bacillus,  which,  now  that  the  milk  supply  is  mainly  pasteurised,  is 
in  the  great  majority  of  cases  of  human  derivation. 

Once  again  I have  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  loyal  service 
and  co-operation  of  the  medical,  dental,  nursing  and  clerical  staff  of 
the  school  medical  service,  and  in  particular,  I would  like  to  thank 
Dr.  I.  M.  Pratt,  Senior  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer,  who  has 
been  responsible  for  the  compilation  of  the  following  report. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  GRANT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
School  Medical  Officer. 
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1.  STAFF. 


The  personnel  of  the  school  medical  staff  was  brought  up  to  full 
strength,  except  that  there  is  one  assistant  dental  officer  short  of 
establishment,  and  the  vacancy  of  orthopaedic  physiotherapist,  which 
is  shared  with  the  hospital  management  committee,  has  not  been  filled. 

Dr.  L.  McLeod  began  her  duties  in  the  department  in  the  autumn, 
and  Dr.  Smyth  attended  the  course  of  instruction  in  the  diagnosis  of 
mental  deficiency. 

No  provision  has  been  made  since  the  appointed  day  for  the 
rehabilitation  of  the  child  guidance  movement  in  connection  with  the 
school  medical  service,  due  to  lack  of  staff. 

2.  CO-ORDINATION. 

Within  the  service  of  the  Local  Authority,  the  doctors,  dentists 
and  nurses  are  common  to  the  public  health  and  school  medical 
services,  so  that  co-ordination  at  this  level  is  scarcely  necessary.  On 
the  other  hand,  at  the  administrative  level,  there  is  a full  liaison  between 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Senior  Administrative  Medical 
Officer  of  the  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  Regional  Hospital  Board,  with 
particular  reference  to  specialist  requirements. 

During  1950,  the  Local  Authority  has  had  the  services  of  a derma- 
tologist, Dr.  T.  Parkin,  to  advise  in  the  treatment  of  minor  ailments 
of  the  skin,  and  in  particular  to  assist  in  dealing  with  the  local  prevalence 
of  ringworm.  The  local  orthopaedic  surgeon,  Mr.  A.  E.  Bremner, 
continues  the  orthopaedic  clinic,  a service  which  was  established  by 
the  local  health  and  education  committees  before  the  appointed  day, 
but  there  is  lacking  the  services  of  a skilled  physiotherapist. 

3.  SCHOOL  BUILDINGS. 

On  4th  November  the  new  Primary  School  at  Lobley  Hill,  built 
to  cater  for  the  growing  school  population  of  this  development  area, 
was  opened.  The  class  rooms  are  light,  airy,  have  a southerly  aspect, 
and  open  on  to  paved  terraces.  There  is  an  adequate  medical  unit 
comprising  a medical  inspection  room  together  with  changing  and 
waiting  rooms.  The  dining  hall  and  kitchen  unit  have  been  planned 
to  serve  also  the  new  Junior  School  which  is  being  built  on  the  site, 
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Other  meal  centres  were  opened  at  Shipcote,  King  Edward  and 
the  Central  Technical  Schools. 


4.  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

The  numbers  of  children  medically  inspected  in  the  Periodic 
Examinations  were  First  Age  Groups,  i.e.  on  admission  to  a Primary 
School — 2,037,  Second  Age  Group,  i.e.  in  the  last  year  of  attendance 
at  a Primary  School — 1,739,  and  Third  Age  Group,  i.e.  those  children 
of  fourteen  years  of  age  in  their  final  year  at  a Secondary  School — 1,494, 
together  with  83  pupils  in  the  Grammar  School.  The  total  number 
examined  was  5,353  being  31-78%  of  the  number  of  the  children  on 
the  school  register,  viz.,  16,839. 

583  pupils  outside  the  routine  age  groups  were  examined  at  the 
request  of  the  Head  Teachers  for  particular  defects. 


5.  ASCERTAINMENT  OF  DEFECTS. 


(a)  Nutrition. 

The  nutritional  state  of  the  children  as  assessed  during  the  periodic 
examinations  was  : — 


Nutrition  Good 
Nutrition  Fair 
Nutrition  Poor 


1,956  (36-54%) 
2,866  (53-54%) 
531  (9-92%) 


(b)  Cleanliness. 

No  body  vermin  were  found  during  routine  examinations  but 
573  children  were  found  to  have  nit  infested  hair  and  head  vermin 
were  found  in  13  cases. 

In  9 cases  children  were  found  to  have  dirty  bodies  and  clothing. 
The  Health  Visitors,  during  their  surveys  of  all  school  children,  made 
58,272  examinations,  and  found  no  body  vermin  but  head  vermin 
in  92  cases  and  nits  in  2,535.  This  showed  a slight  improvement  on 
previous  years. 
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(c)  Skin  Conditions. 

During  routine  examinations  at  school  and  special  examinations 
at  the  school  clinic  the  following  cases  were  found  to  require  treatment : 


Ringworm  of  scalp  ...  ...  ...  20 

Ringworm  of  body  ...  ...  ...  45 

Impetigo  ...  ...  ...  ...  140 

Scabies  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Septic  Sores  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 

Eczema  and  dermatitis  ...  ...  28 


Other  conditions  including  burns,  scalds, 
warts,  urticaria,  psoriasis  and  abrasions  1108 

There  was  less  skin  infection  this  year  than  in  previous  years, 
and  it  should  also  be  noted  that  the  incidence  of  scabies  has  declined 
rapidly  in  the  past  four  years. 

(d)  Visual  defects  and  external  disease  of  the  eye. 

Of  747  children  found  to  have  defective  vision  546  required 
refraction  and  the  remaining  201  were  referred  for  observation  and 
subsequent  re-examination. 

110  cases  of  strabismus  were  also  detected  and  of  these  76  were 
referred  to  the  ophthalmologist  for  treatment. 

A number  of  children  outside  the  particular  age  groups  were 
examined  and  from  these  children  384  cases  of  defective  vision  and 
44  of  strabismus  were  referred  for  refraction. 

Of  cases  of  external  eye  disease  27  were  referred  for  treatment 
from  the  periodic  inspections  and  131  from  special  examinations  at 
school  and  the  minor  ailments  clinic. 

(e)  Naso-pharyngeal  Disease. 

Operative  treatment  was  advised  for  369  cases  of  enlarged  tonsils 
and  adenoids.  740  children  at  routine  inspections  and  50  at  other 
inspections  were  found  to  have  enlarged  tonsils  which  did  not  require 
operation  at  the  time  of  examination.  These  children  were  kept 
under  observation  and  re-inspected  at  regular  intervals. 
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For  other  conditions  of  the  nose  and  throat  19  cases  at  routine 
and  55  at  special  examinations  were  found  to  require  treatment,  and 
84  cases  were  kept  under  observation. 

Associated  with  nasopharyngeal  disease  21  children  had  enlarged 
cervical  glands  requiring  treatment.  Milder  enlargement  of  glands 
was  present  in  366  children. 

(f)  Ear  Conditions. 

112  children  were  found  to  have  subnormal  hearing  and  of  these 
24  were  referred  for  more  accurate  assessment  and  for  treatment. 

Otitis  media  is  a prevalent  infection  in  school  children  and  117 
children  required  treatment  for  this  condition.  In  addition  113 
children  suffered  from  other  ear  conditions  including  otitis  externa 
and  excess  of  cerumen. 

(g)  Dental  Defects. 

Though  routine  dental  inspection  was  carried  out  by  the  Dental 
Officer,  the  teeth  of  children  seen  at  the  periodic  inspections  were 
examined  and  66  children  had  extensive  caries  with  obvious  dental 
sepsis  in  25  cases.  1,284  children  had  less  extensive  caries  and  3,983 
children  were  noted  as  free  from  active  caries. 

The  increase  in  the  acceptance  of  dental  treatment,  as  shown  by 
the  number  of  fillings  seen  in  children’s  teeth,  is  encouraging. 

(h)  Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects. 

The  majority  of  these  defects  were  deformities  of  the  feet.  Of  519 
cases  of  flat  feet  and  valgoid  deformity  of  the  feet  detected  during 
periodic  medical  inspections  264  were  referred  for  corrective  treatment. 
Other  deformities  of  the  feet  found  were  52,  10  of  these  being  referred 
to  the  orthopaedic  surgeon.  69  cases  of  postural  defect  were  found — 
26  of  these  requiring  treatment. 

There  are  still  some  sequelae  of  rickets  detectable  in  children  of 
school  age  and  30  such  defects  were  noted. 

In  addition  9 other  orthopaedic  conditions,  3 of  them  congenital 
in  origin,  were  referred  to  the  orthopaedic  surgeon  for  treatment. 
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In  the  West  Riding  an  investigation  into  foot  deformity  and  ill- 
fitting  shoes  was  mentioned  in  the  School  Medical  Report  for  1948. 
Dr.  D.  A.  Smyth  therefore  made  a brief  survey  of  the  13-14  year  old 
boys,  examined  at  routine  medical  inspection  by  him  during  the 
year  1950. 

The  results  were  as  follows  : — 


Actual  Percentage  of 
Number  Total  Boys 


Total  boys  examined............ 

259 

100 

No.  of  with  cramped  toes  ... 

55 

21-25 

No.  with  pes  planus  

7 

2-7 

No.  with  hallux  valgus  ...... 

6 

2-3 

No.  with  foot  defects  

68 

26-25 

% 

The  West  Riding  survey  showed  67%  of  the  boys  over  16  to  have 
“signs  of  valgoid  deformation  of  the  foot”.  Even  allowing  for  increas- 
ing deformity  between  13  and  17  years,  the  Gateshead  boys  have 
obviously  better  feet. 

This  may  be  due  to  careful  shoe  buying  and  fitting  in  Gateshead, but 
is  more  probably  due  to  the  wide  use  of  canvas  shoes,  even  in  winter. 
Undesirable  though  these  shoes  are,  they  do  not  compress  the  toes. 

(i)  Heart  Disease  and  Rheumatism, 

10  cases  of  rheumatism  and  3 of  chorea  were  referred  from 
medical  inspection  to  their  own  doctors  for  treatment. 

Children  who  are  found,  during  either  periodic  or  special  examina- 
tion, to  be  suffering  from  organic  or  functional  heart  disease  are  kept 
under  observation  and  re-examinations  made.  17  such  cases  attended 
the  clinic  during  the  year  for  further  examination  and  supervision. 

(j)  Tuberculosis. 

During  the  year  44  cases  of  suspected  tuberculosis  were  referred 
for  further  investigation  to  the  tuberculosis  medical  officer. 
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From  the  records  of  the  clinical  tuberculosis  officer,  the  following 
list  of  children  known  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  active  or 
quiescent,  has  been  compiled  : — 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Infectious  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Active — non-infectious  ...  ...  ...  52 

Quiescent — non-infectious...  ...  ...  60 

Arrested — non-infectious  ...  ...  ...  37 


156 


Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis, 

Glandular — Active  ...  ...  ...  11 

Arrested  ...  ...  ...  3 

Abdominal — Active  ...  ...  ...  2 

Arrested  ...  ...  ...  1 

Joints— Active  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Arrested  ...  ...  ...  8 

Other  organs  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


39 

— 195 


(k)  Infectious  Diseases. 

No  case  of  infectious  disease  was  seen  during  examinations  either 
at  periodic  examinations  or  at  the  School  Clinic. 


During  the  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever  there  appeared  to  be  a focus 
of  infection  in  the  infant  classes  of  Low  Fell  School.  Five  visits  were 
paid  to  the  school  in  June  and  July  when  throats  were  examined  and 
swabs  taken  of  those  children  who  might  be  possible  sources  of  infec- 
tion. Children  who  were  proved  to  have  haemolytic  streptococci 
present  were  excluded  from  school  and  only  re-admitted  when 
bacteriologically  free  from  infection.  In  spite  of  the  supervision 
exercised  cases  continued  to  occur  until  the  school  closed  for  the 
summer  vacation. 
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In  December,  following  the  notification  of  2 cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis,  a senior  class  of  girls  at  Alexandra  Road  School  who  were 
contacts  of  the  cases  were  given  an  opportunity  to  be  X-rayed  at  the 
Mass  Radiography  Unit  at  Newcastle  General  Hospital.  24  girls 
attended  and  from  these  1 further  case  was  detected. 

(l)  Vaccination. 

30-2%  of  the  children  examined  at  periodic  examinations  had 
been  successfully  vaccinated  and  63-4%  had  received  injections  of 
diphtheria  prophylactic. 

(m)  Clothing  and  Footwear. 

12  children  at  medical  inspection  were  insufficiently  clad  and  24 
had  footwear  in  such  poor  condition  that  it  was  useless  as  a protection. 

(n)  Miscellaneous. 

59  children,  i.e.  1-1%  suffered  from  general  debility. 


6.  SUBSEQUENT  EXAMINATIONS. 

The  co-operation  of  the  parents  is  indicated  by  the  number  who 
attended  inspections  and  by  their  willingness  to  receive  treatment 
when  so  advised. 

Children  with  defects,  other  than  defective  vision,  and  orthopaedic 
conditions,  were  referred  to  their  own  doctors  for  treatment  and  were 
subsequently  re-examined  to  ascertain  that  a satisfactory  result  was 
obtained.  4,293  such  re-inspections  were  made  and  440  home  visits 
made  by  the  Health  Visitors  at  the  request  of  the  School  Medical 
Officer. 


7.  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  TREATMENT. 

The  arrangements  for  specialist  treatment  provided  during  the 
year  were  weekly  clinics  by  the  ophthalmologist  and  orthopaedic 
surgeon.  The  dermatologist  held  a weekly  clinic  commencing  30th 
September,  1950.  A remedial  gymnast  was  appointed  in  November 
for  the  treatment  of  orthopaedic  conditions. 
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The  clinics  held  at  Greenesfield  House  were  as  follows  : — 


Minor  Ailments 


Ultra  Violet  Ray 
Therapy 

Orthopaedic 

Physiotherapy 

Ophthalmology 


Dermatology 
Immunisation 
Dental  Treatment 


Monday-Friday 

9.0 — 9.30  a.m. 

4.0 — 4.30  p.m. 

Saturday 

9.0 — 10.0  a.m. 

Tuesday  & Friday 

1.30—3.30  p.m. 

Wednesday 

9.0 — 10.0  a.m. 

By  appointment 

Refraction  Clinic 

Saturday 

9.0 — 11.0  a.m. 

Orthoptic  treatment- 

—daily  by  appointment. 

Saturday 

10.0 — 11.0  a.m. 

Saturday 

10.0 — 11.0  a.m. 

Monday-Friday 

4.0 — 4.30  p.m. 

and  daily  by  appointment 

It  was  still  necessary  to  refer  children  who  require  specialist 
advice  for  ear,  nose  and  throat  conditions  to  the  various  local  hospitals, 
as  there  is  no  aurist  in  attendance  at  this  department. 

The  Child  Guidance  Clinic  remains  in  abeyance  and  such  children 
as  required  treatment  were  referred  to  St.  Thomas’  Clinic,  Newcastle. 
The  help  given  to  the  School  Medical  Service  was  appreciated,  but 
it  was  felt  that  psychiatric  examination,  without  the  investigation  of 
home  conditions  and  the  subsequent  supervision  of  the  case  as  pre- 
viously done  by  the  psychiatric  social  worker,  was  of  limited  value. 

(a)  Nutrition. 

All  milk  supplied  to  schools  is  pasteurised  and  the  majority  of 
children  took  the  individual  daily  supply  of  A pint. 

For  the  provision  of  midday  meals  there  are  8 of  the  combined 
kitchen  and  dining  room  units.  The  remaining  29  school  canteens 
are  supplied  by  the  three  centre  kitchens. 

In  cases  of  undernourishment  or  debility  vitamin  and  tonic  foods 
were  recommended.  These  were  available  at  cost  price. 
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(b)  Cleanliness. 

Where  infestation  was  found  in  a scholar’s  hair  the  parent  was 
given  instructions  for  cleansing  the  head.  Sacker’s  combs  and  D.D.T. 
emulsion  could  be  purchased  at  the  Clinic.  Though  the  responsibility 
is  primarily  that  of  the  parent  it  was  found  necessary  to  send  331 
children  to  the  School  Clinic  where  nursing  auxiliaries  cleansed  the 
heads. 


(c)  Treatment  of  Minor  Ailments  and  Diseases  of  the  Skin. 

The  number  of  children  attending  the  school  clinic  for  treatment 
showed  a sharp  decrease.  Only  16  cases  of  scabies  were  treated  as 
compared  with  53  cases  last  year. 

Ringworm  of  the  scalp  remained  prevalent  on  Tyneside.  Of  the 
20  cases  seen  11  were  referred  to  the  Newcastle  General  Hospital 
where  depilation  by  X-ray  treatment  was  successfully  carried  out. 
Following  the  appointment  of  Dr.  T.  Parkin  as  dermatologist  to  the 
Gateshead  Hospital  Group  any  intractable  skin  condition  was  referred 
to  his  clinic. 

The  majority  of  the  skin  conditions  seen  at  the  minor  ailments 
clinic  were  due  to  neglected  and  infected  minor  sores  and  abrasions. 
The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  type  of  minor  ailments 
treated  during  the  year  : — 


Total  No. 


Number 

of  Treatments 

Treated 

Given 

Ringworm  Scalp ... 

20 

497 

Ringworm  Body 

45 

281 

Scabies 

16 

64 

Impetigo 

...  140 

857 

Other  Skin  Conditions 

...  1201 

4744 

External  Eye  Diseases 

...  149 

842 

Otitis  Media 

84 

675 

Other  Ear  Conditions 

62 

258 

Miscellaneous 

...  1124 

3762 

Total 

...  2841 

11980 

n 


(d)  Treatment  of  Defective  Vision, 

During  the  year  Mr.  H.  Vernon  Ingram  held  65  sessions  when  he 
examined  673  children,  651  of  whom  had  errors  of  refraction. 

The  refractive  errors  found  were  as  follows 


Hypermetropia  ...  ...  ...  ...  127 

Myopia  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

Hypermetropic  Astigmatism  ...  ...  41 

Myopic  Astigmatism  ...  ...  ...  14 

Mixed  Astigmatism  ...  ...  ...  100 

Irregular  Astigmatism  ...  ...  ...  3 

Compound  Myopic  Astigmatism  ...  ...  85 

Compound  Hypermetropic  Astigmatism  ...  362 
Strabismus  ...  ...  ...  ...  138 


Fortunately  the  supply  position  with  regard  to  lenses  was  easier 
and  children  were  able  to  obtain  spectacles  in  a reasonable  time  after 
refraction.  The  waiting  list,  however,  is  still  a problem  and  the 
number  of  children  on  the  list  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  465.  Under 
the  new  regulations  no  repair  or  replacement  of  spectacles  can  be 
effected  unless  the  glasses  were  obtained  within  a year.  Where 
children  have  had  glasses  for  more  than  a year  and  repairs  are  required 
it  is,  therefore,  necessary  for  the  children  to  be  re-refracted.  This 
results  in  these  children  being  without  glasses  for  a considerable  period. 

Unfortunately  children  are  still  found  in  school  not  wearing  the 
spectacles  provided  but  these  cases  were  investigated  by  the  school 

nurses. 

The  following  table  shows  the  eye  defects,  other  than  refractive 
errors,  found  during  ophthalmic  examination. 


Amblyopia  exanopsia  ...  ...  ...  46 

Amblyopia  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Conjunctivitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Blepharitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Corneal  opacities  ...  ...  ...  11 

Temporal  pallor  of  discs  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nystagmus  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Macula  dystrophy  ...  ...  ...  2 

Inferior  crescents  ...  ...  ...  2 
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Epicanthus  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Myopic  crescents  ...  ...  ...  2 

Anophthalmos  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Iritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Choroiditis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Hordeola  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Reading  aids  were  available  for  partially  sighted  children  and  6 
were  in  use  in  school. 


Orthoptic  Clinic. 

230  children  attended  the  orthoptic  clinic  during  the  year.  73  of 
these  children  were  new  cases  to  the  department  who  had  been  refracted 
by  the  eye  specialist  and  referred  for  further  investigation  and  treatment. 
The  remaining  157  children  had  all  received  treatment,  in  the  form  of 
occlusion  or  exercises,  in  the  previous  year  but  had  not  yet  reached 
the  standard  when  they  could  be  discharged  as  satisfactory. 

71  of  these  new  cases  were  found,  to  be  squinters  and,  of  these, 
69  children  possessed  convergent  squints  and  only  2 children  divergent 
squints.  Of  the  2 remaining  new  cases,  1 child  was  found  to  have  an 
amblyopia  ex  anopsia  of  one  eye  which  was  unaccompanied  by  any 
muscle  imbalance  and  one  child  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  an 
exophoria  (or  latent  divergent  strabismus)  which  was  giving  rise  to 
headaches  and  other  ocular  symptoms.  This  child  received  weekly 
treatment  and  the  symptoms  were  successfully  relieved. 

It  was  found  that  35  of  the  children  examined  had  an  amblyopia 
of  the  squinting  eye  and  these  children  attended  for  occlusion  of  the 
non-defective  eye.  29  children  had  no  amblyopia  at  the  date  of 
examination  and  were  kept  under  observation  until  considered  suitable 
for  treatment  in  the  form  of  exercises.  8 children  were  instructed  to 
attend  for  exercises  once  or  twice  per  week  from  the  date  of  registration. 

It  was  found  that  the  predominant  refractive  errors  were  once 
more  pure  hypermetropia  and  hypermetropic  astigmatism,  from  which 
92%  of  the  children  suffered.  5 of  the  newly  registered  children  had 
not  been  prescribed  glasses. 
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There  was  a total  number  of  attendances  of  1,489.  593  of  these 
attendances  were  made  at  intervals  of  1 or  2 months  for  observation 
and  occlusion,  and  896  were  made  once  or  twice  per  week  for  eye 
exercises. 

It  was  found  that  22  children  would  require  squint  operations 
as  well  as  orthoptic  treatment  in  order  to  obtain  a satisfactory  result 
and  their  names  were  placed  on  the  operation  waiting  list  at  the  Fleming 
Memorial  Hospital  for  Sick  Children  or  the  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary. 
During  the  year,  8 children  received  corrective  operations  at  the 
R.V.I.  and  1 1 at  the  Fleming  Memorial  Hospital.  10  of  these  children’s 
names  had  been  placed  on  the  operation  lists  in  1949  and  9 in  1950. 

12  children  were  discharged  in  1950.  The  standards  of  discharge 
are  listed  below  : — 


Cure  without  operation  ... 
Cure  with  operation 
Improved  (appearance  good) 
Intractable  amblyopes 


6 

1 

1 


(appearance  good) 
Unsuitable  for  treatment  ... 
Left  district 


2 

1 

1 


From  23rd  May,  the  orthoptist  was  in  attendance  at  the  Fleming 
Memorial  Hospital  for  Sick  Children  for  2 sessions  per  week. 

(e)  Treatment  of  Tonsils  and  Adenoids. 

Though  the  majority  of  children  requiring  tonsillectomy  attended 
the  Children’s  Hospital  for  this  operation  a number  of  cases  were  sent, 
usually  by  the  private  practitioner,  to  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 
Hospital  and  to  Queen  Elizabeth  Hospital. 

Where  notification  of  the  operation  reached  the  School  Medical 
Officer  visits  were  made  by  the  Health  Visitors  to  advise  the  parent 
as  to  the  care  of  the  child  following  the  operation.  The  number  of 
school  children  treated  at  the  Children’s  Hospital  was  201  and  45  were 
known  to  have  received  treatment  elsewhere. 

Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  poliomyelitis  during  the  months  of 
July  to  October  all  hospitals  in  the  area  suspended  such  operations. 
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( f ) Ear  Disease  and  Defective  Hearing. 

Cases  of  subnormal  hearing  found  during  routine  inspections  at 
school  were  investigated  and  102  such  cases  were  found  to  be  due 
to  the  presence  of  cerumen  and  hearing  improved  when  this  was 
removed.  More  permanent  causes  of  subnormal  hearing  were  chronic 
otorrhoea  and  catarrhal  conditions  and  84  cases  of  chronic  otorrhoea 
were  treated  at  the  minor  ailments  clinic.  9 children  received  operative 
treatment  for  diseases  of  the  ear. 

Audiometer  testing,  to  estimate  the  loss  of  hearing,  was  available 
at  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Hospital  and  cases  referred  for  estimation 
were  recommended  hearing  aids  if  suitable.  There  are  now  12 
partially  deaf  children  in  ordinary  schools  wearing  hearing  aids.  The 
benefit  derived  from  these  hearing  aids  is  appreciated  by  the  children 
and  is  reflected  in  the  improvement  noted  in  school  work. 

(g)  Treatment  of  Dental  Defects. 

( Report  of  the  Senior  Dental  Officer). 

Staff. 

The  shortage  of  dental  officers  still  continues  to  be  a serious 
handicap  to  the  successful  operation  of  an  efficient  school  dental 
service.  During  the  year  there  were  two  full  time  dental  officers, 
and  the  Senior  Dental  Office  commenced  his  duties  on  1st  May, 
making  a total  of  2§  officers  over  the  year.  Time  allocation  of  i 
to  the  Health  Department  and  § to  the  Education  Department 
reduces  this  service  equivalent  to  1|  full  time  officers  for  a school 
population  of  17,288. 

Treatment. 

Despite  the  shortages  of  staff  mentioned  above  more  work  per 
session  has  been  carried  out  this  year,  but  the  fact  that  of  the  number 
of  permanent  teeth  treated  38-8%  of  them  had  to  be  extracted  only 
accentuates  the  need  for  more  frequent  inspection  and  treatment  of 
each  child.  The  loss  of  so  many  permanent  teeth  is,  in  my  opinion, 
due  to  the  lack  of  sufficient  dental  officers  and  not  to  the  apathy  of 
children  and  parents  towards  dental  treatment.  Indeed  the  desire 
for  treatment  has  greatly  increased  this  year,  1950  showing  an  acceptance 
rate  of  77*6%. 
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During  the  year  there  have  been  tremendous  requests  for  ortho- 
dontic treatment,  a most  popular  form  of  treatment,  but  once  more 
owing  to  staffing  difficulties  much  of  this  work  has  not  been  commenced. 
The  more  serious  cases  have  been  given  treatment  but  the  remainder 
have  had  to  be  put  on  one  side  because  of  the  inability  to  cope  with 
caries  and  sepsis  in  so  many  other  mouths. 


Dentures  and  orthodontic  appliances  continue  to  be  constructed 
in  the  Authority’s  laboratory.  During  the  year  41  dentures  and  50 
orthodontic  appliances  were  fitted. 


The  dental  surgery  assistants  and  clerical  staff  are  worthy  of 
thanks  for  their  work  during  the  year. 


The  co-operation,  interest  and  willing  assistance  given  by  the 
school  staffs  has  been  of  tremendous  help  in  carrying  out  school 
inspections,  and  this  is,  in  my  opinion,  mainly  responsible  for  the 
increase  in  the  acceptance  rate  for  treatment.  Many  thanks  are  due 
to  them  for  this  additional  service  rendered  to  the  children  who  come 
under  their  care. 


Table  V summarises  the  dental  treatment  of  school  children  for 
the  year. 


J*  WHITEHOUSE, 

Senior  Dental  Officer. 


(h)  Treatment  of  Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects. 

Orthopaedic  Clinics  were  held  at  Greenesfield  Health  Centre. 

Mr.  J.  K.  Stanger,  f.r.c.s.,  continued  as  consultant  Orthopaedic 
Surgeon  until  February ; during  this  time  he  held  two  clinics,  at 
which  he  examined  three  new  cases,  as  well  as  three  re-inspections. 
On  May  17th,  1950,  Mr.  A.  E.  Bremner,  f.r.c.s.  succeeded  Mr. 
Stanger.  He  held  23  weekly  clinics,  and  examined  47  new  cases  and 
45  re-inspections. 
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Defects 


New  Old 

Cases  Cases  Visits 


Congenital  amputations  ...  — 

Congenital  dislocation  of 

shoulders  ...  ...  — 

Erb’s  Palsy  ...  ...  — 

Deformity  of  hands  or  feet  ...  3 

Sterno  Mastoid  Tumour  ...  1 

Talipes  ...  ...  ...  — 

Torticollis  ...  ...  — 

Flat  feet  ...  ...  ...  17 

Metatarsus  adductus  ...  1 

Pes  varus  ...  ...  — 

Perthe’s  disease  ...  ...  — 

T.B.  Joints  ...  ...  1 

Spastic  diplegia  ...  ...  2 

Spastic  hemiplegia  ...  — 

Spastic  monoplegia  ...  1 

Sequelae  to  poliomyelitis  ...  — 

Kyphosis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Scoliosis  ...  ...  ...  6 

Bow  legs  ...  ...  ...  — 

Knock  knees  ...  ...  6 

Renal  rickets  ...  ...  — 

Hallux  valgus  ...  ...  1 

Freiderich’s  Ataxia...  ...  — 

Traumatic  Injuries...  ...  3 

Hemiatrophy  ...  ...  I 

Asymmetry  of  face  ...  — - 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  3 


1 

1 

3 

3 

3 
2 
1 

4 

1 

2 

2 

1 

4 

5 

1 

2 

2 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


3 

1 

6 

10 

5 

4 
1 

29 

3 

3 

4 

5 

6 
11 

1 

6 

4 

9 

2 

16 

1 

2 

2 

4 
2 
2 

5 


Children  referred  for  exercises  and  massage  were  treated  twice 
weekly,  or  more,  as  required,  at  Greenesfield  Health  Centre  by  the 
Physiotherapist,  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  until  March  31st, 
when  she  resigned.  Mr.  T.  D.  Midgely,  Remedial  Gymnast,  com- 
menced part-time  duties  in  November.  Defects  treated  are  shown  in 
the  following  table. 
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Defects 


Cases  Treat- 
ments 


Flat  feet 

Chest  Conditions... 

Scoliosis 

Fractures 

Sterno  mastoid  tumour 
Poliomyelitis 
Traumatic  Injuries 
Spastic  hemiplegia 


276 

56 

38 

2 

1 

5 

2 

3 


946 


223 


89 

8 

4 

16 

4 

15 


Children  attending  the  Open  Air  School  were  given  treatment 
twice  weekly  by  the  Physiotherapist  until  the  end  of  March. 

The  following  is  a synopsis  of  the  defects  treated  there. 


No.  of  No.  of 
Cases  Treatments 


Chests  ... 

Scoliosis 
Flat  feet 


23 

4 

12 


129 

8 

90 


In  addition  to  the  above,  the  Physiotherapist  held  weekly  clinics 
for  the  inspection  of  flat  feet,  at  which  124  cases  were  seen. 

(i)  Heart  Disease. 

The  two  most  crippling  heart  defects  found  in  school  children 
were  congenital  lesions  and  lesions  due  to  infective  conditions.  One 
severe  case  due  to  endocarditis  was  placed  in  a residential  school,  and 
7 children  suffering  from  organic  heart  lesions  were  in  attendance 
at  the  Open  Air  School.  The  remaining  36  cases  attended  ordinary 
schools. 

(j)  Tuberculosis. 

35  children  (30  with  pulmonary  and  5 with  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis)  were  undergoing  treatment  in  institutions  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year.  41  cases  were  admitted  during  the  year  and  39  were 
discharged. 
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At  the  end  of  the  year  37  children  (30  with  pulmonary  and  7 
with  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis)  were  undergoing  treatment. 

(k)  Report  of  Ultra-Violet  Ray  Treatment. 

Two  sessions  per  week  were  held  for  ultra  violet  ray  therapy  for 
school  children.  80  children  received  courses  of  treatment  and  90 
completed  courses  were  given  during  the  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  conditions  for  which  ultra  violet 
ray  treatment  was  recommended  : — 

Anaemia  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Adenitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Asthma  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Catarrhal  conditions  v..  ...  ...  25 

Anorexia  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

General  Debility  ...  ...  ...  18 

Eye  Conditions  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Skin  Conditions  ...  ...  ...  6 

Subnormal  Nutrition  ...  ...  ...  6 

Rheumatism  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Orthopaedic  Conditions  ...  ...  ...  1 

A Kromayer  lamp  was  used  for  giving  local  treatment  to  children. 

8.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  AND  IMMUNISATION, 

The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  occurring  in  school  children 
was  as  follows  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  160 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  564 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  127 

Scabies  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Paratyphoid  Fever  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dysentery  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Food  Poisoning  ...  ...  ...  2 
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Immunisation. 


In  addition  to  the  weekly  sessions  held  at  Greenesfield  Health 
Centre,  immunisation  of  the  “entrant55  group  of  children  was  carried 
out  in  schools.  The  parents  of  these  children  were  advised  to  allow 
the  child  to  receive  a boosting  dose  of  *5  c.c.  of  A.P.T.  and  885  such 
doses  were  given  on  school  premises.  In  addition  38  children  received 
similar  doses  at  Greenesfield  Clinic  and  92  were  immunised  by  their 
private  practitioners. 


A number  of  children  not  previously  immunised  received  initial 
courses,  364  of  these  being  given  in  school,  9 at  Greenesfield  Clinic 
and  2 by  General  Practitioners.  Whooping  Cough  Vaccine  was  given 
to  29  children,  28  of  these  by  Private  Practitioners  who  also  gave  20 
courses  of  combined  whooping  cough  and  diphtheria  vaccine.  Only 
three  such  courses  were  given  to  school  children  at  Greenesfield  Health 
Centre. 


Vaccination. 

Vaccination  of  9 children  and  re- vaccination  of  10  was  carried  out 
at  Greenesfield  Health  Centre.  General  Practitioners  vaccinated  21 
school  children  and  re-vaccinated  9 children  during  the  year. 


9.  OPEN  AIR  SCHOOL. 

The  Open  Air  School  caters  for  150  delicate  children.  During 
the  year  one  pupil  who  was  attending  this  school  was  transferred  to 
a residential  school  and  five  children  were  in  hospital  for  treatment 
at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  remainder  of  the  pupils  made  satisfactory 

progress. 


As  those  children  admitted  to  the  open  air  school  are  usually 
educationally  retarded  (due  to  previous  irregular  attendance  at  ordinary 
schools  and  to  the  handicap  of  physical  ill  health)  it  was  a satisfaction 
this  year  that  two  pupils  attained  the  standard  required  for  admission 

to  the  Central  Technical  School. 
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The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  conditions  for  which  children 


were  attending  the  open  air  school 

Delicate  ...  ...  ...  ...  77 

Heart  Conditions  ...  ...  ...  13 

Bronchiectasis  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Arrested  P.T.B.  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Asthma  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Rheumatism  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Chorea  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Physically  handicapped  children  comprised  : — 

Healed  Tuberculosis  of  Bone  ...  ...  1 

Cerebral  Palsy  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Infantile  Paralysis  Sequelae  ...  ...  2 

Perthe’s  Disease  ...  ...  ...  3 

Polyarthritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


10.  PHYSICAL  EDUCATION. 

Report  of  the  Organiser  of  Physical  Education  for  1950. 

1.  General. 

During  the  year,  work  on  the  more  objective  type  of  physical 
education  was  developed.  This  provided  a stimulus  to  the  teachers 
to  make  the  subject  more  joyous  and  active. 

The  value  of  the  classes  of  further  instruction  held  in  1949  for 
Emergency  Trained  Men  Teachers,  has  been  seen  in  the  Schools. 
In  many  cases  there  is  greater  activity  and  more  whole-hearted  work 
done  by  the  children  and  above  all,  greater  enjoyment  shown  by  them. 

2.  Senior  Work. 

Two  departments  of  a School  were  provided  with  indoor  accom- 
modation for  advanced  work.  Portable  apparatus,  plimsolls,  shorts 
for  boys,  and  divided  skirts  and  blouses  for  girls  were  supplied  for 
use  by  the  children. 

Replacements  of  plimsolls,  shorts,  divided  skirts  and  blouses, 
were  made  in  many  schools. 
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3.  Play  Fields. 

The  Old  Fold,  Shuttles,  and  Victoria  Park  were  used  for  organised 
games  as  in  1949. 

4,  Games  and  Small  Apparatus. 

Schools  were  supplied  with  games  and  physical  education  apparatus. 


5.  Demonstrations. 

Three  demonstrations  of  physical  education  were  held  in  the 
Town  Hall  as  follows  : — 

(a)  9th  October,  1950 — Chairman  : Councillor  B.  N.  Young. 

(b)  10th  October,  1950— Chairman:  Alderman  P.  S.  Hancock,  o.b.e. 

(c)  11th  October,  1950 — Chairman  : Alderman  J.  A.  Hutchison. 


Each  evening  the  programme  was  provided  by  different  schools, 
thirty-nine  schools  taking  part,  thirteen  each  evening. 


The  demonstrations  which  included  Rhymthic  Movement  and 
Skipping,  work  on,  or  using,  small  and  portable  apparatus,  Sticks, 
Hoops,  Essex  Agility  apparatus,  Vaulting  and  Agility  work  and  Folk 
and  Modern  Dancing,  were  very  successful  in  showing  to  the  parents, 
work  done  in  Schools,  and  to  teachers,  the  “modern”  type  of  physical 
education. 


6.  Association  Football  Coaching  Scheme. 

Coaching  in  Association  Football  was  given  to  boys  by  trained 
coaches  supplied  by  the  Durham  Football  Association  as  follows  : — 

(a)  St.  Oswald’s  Field  and  Moss  Heaps  : 

8 Schools,  15  boys  each  School,  3 periods  of  1^  hours. 

(b)  Ravensworth  Welfare  Ground  : 

2 Schools,  15  boys  each  School,  3 periods  of  1J  hours. 

(c)  Shuttles  Ground  : 

4 Schools,  15  boys  each  School,  3 periods  of  lb  hours. 
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7.  Swimming. 

All  children  whose  names  were  entered  upon  the  registers  and 
attended  the  Baths  were  examined  at  the  end  of  each  term  by  the 
Organiser  of  Physical  Education,  with  the  following  results  : — 


Results  for  1950. 


1st  Class  Certificate  ... 

Boys 

98 

Girls 

18 

Life  Saving  and  Swimming  Certificate 

205 

90 

Proficiency  Certificate 

341 

239 

Learner’s  Certificate  ... 

223 

345 

Other  Swimmers 

985 

878 

Non-Swimmers 

270 

550 

Total  Examined 

2122 

2120 

Percentage  of  Swimmers 

87-2% 

74% 

R.L.S.S.  Instructor’s... 

1 

—— 

„ Scholar— Instructor’s 

3 

— — 

„ Bronze  Medallion 

153 

65 

„ Award  Merit 

1 

2 

In  addition  to  the  above  Royal  Life  Saving  Society  awards,  74 
boys  at  their  own  expense,  gained  the  Society’s  Bronze  Cross  Award, 
which  is  the  second  highest  total  by  any  body  affiliated  to  the  R.L.S.S. 


8.  Gala. 

The  8th  consecutive  Annual  Schools’  Swimming  Gala  was  held 
at  the  Shipcote  Baths  on  Monday,  10th  July,  1950.  The  Gala  was 
opened  by  The  Worshipful  The  Mayor,  Alderman  S.  G.  B.  Tyrrell,  j.p. 


The  Inter-town  Squadron  Races  were  held  for  the  third  year, 
with  the  following  results  : — 

Boys  : 1st  Gateshead,  2nd  Newcastle,  3rd  South  Shields. 

Girls  : 1st  Newcastle,  2nd  Gateshead,  3rd  Wallsend. 


H.  L.  ATKINSON. 
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11.  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  THE  PROVISION  OF  MEALS 

The  canteen  arrangements  were  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  demand 
for  midday  meals  and  6,384  meals  were  served.  After  investigation 
of  the  family  circumstances  1,681  of  these  meals  were  served  free 
of  charge. 

12.  CO-OPERATION  WITH  OTHER  AGENCIES. 

The  co-operation  and  assistance  of  the  Director  of  Education, 
Welfare  Officers  and  teachers  during  the  year  was  greatly  appreciated 
and  also  the  services  of  the  N.S.P.C.C.  officer,  Mr.  F.  W.  Maidment. 

13.  ASCERTAINMENT  OF  HANDICAPPED  PUPILS. 

In  connection  with  the  duty  of  the  Authority  under  the  Education 
Act,  1944,  arrangements  were  made  to  examine  children  brought  to 
the  notice  of  the  School  Medical  Officer  as  “handicapped”. 

The  number  ascertained  during  the  year  was  : — 


Blind  ...  ....  ...  ...  ...  1 

Deaf  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Partially  Deaf  ...  ...  ...  ....  4 

Delicate  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Diabetic  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Educationally  Subnormal  ...  ...  ...  32 

Epileptic  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Maladjusted  . . . ...  ...  ...  1 

Physically  Handicapped  . . ...  ...  20 

Defective  Speech  ...  ...  ...  24 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  handicapped  pupils 
and  their  whereabouts  on  31st  December,  1950. 


In 

Primary  & 

In  other 

Not 

Special 

Secondary 

Institn- 

attending 

Schools 

Schools 

tions 

any  School 

Blind  ... 

4 

- — 

— 

— 

Partially  Sighted 

3 

8 

— - 

— 

Deaf 

...  10 

- — - 

— . 

1 

Partially  Deaf 

...  10 

11 

— 

— 

Delicate 

...  139 

150 

— 

— . 

Epileptic 

2 

5 

— 

1 

Physically  Handicapped 

. . 19 

19 

— _ 

9 

Educationally  Subnormal 
Tuberculosis 

...  17 

79 



1 

Pulmonary  ... 

6 

10 

8 

Non-Pulmonary 

4 

~ — 

4 

7 
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One  deaf  child  is  awaiting  admission  to  the  Northern  Counties 
School  for  the  Deaf,  otherwise  all  blind  and  deaf  children  are  attending 
residential  schools. 

One  girl,  who  is  blind  and  deaf  as  a result  of  recovery  from 
tuberculous  meniningitis,  is  at  present  in  a residential  school  for  deaf 
pupils.  Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  educating  a child  with  such  dual 
defects  arrangements  are  being  made  to  transfer  her  to  a more  suitable 
school. 

“The  Cedars”,  a residential  school  within  the  borough,  is  being 
equipped  for  occupation  and  will  cater  for  physically  handicapped 
pupils,  including  severely  crippled  children  who  are  at  present  not 
placed  in  schools. 

With  regard  to  Educationally  Subnormal  pupils  the  position  of 
schooling  is  still  difficult  owing  to  the  lack  of  places.  It  is  hoped  to 
commence  more  classes  in  primary  schools  for  retarded  children, 
but  places  will  still  be  required  in  Special  Schools  for  the  more  seriously 
handicapped  educable  children.  Hyndley  Hall,  a residential  school 
for  educationally  subnormal  boys,  is  still  in  process  of  alteration. 


CARE  OF  HANDICAPPED  CHILDREN. 

A.  Blind  Pupils. 

The  total  number  of  such  pupils  is  4,  all  of  whom  are  in  special 
schools  as  follows  : — 

Yorkshire  School  for  the  Blind  ...  ...  3 

Royal  Victoria  School  for  the  Blind,  Newcastle  1 

B.  Partially  Sighted  Pupils. 

Of  1 1 partially  sighted  children  3 attend  special  schools  as  follows  : 

Royal  Victoria  School  for  Blind,  Newcastle  ...  1 

Sunshine  Home,  Wolverhampton  ...  ...  1 

Yorkshire  School  for  Blind  ...  ...  1 
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C.  Deaf  Pupils. 


There  are  11  deaf  pupils  and  10  are  in  special  schools  : — 

Northern  Counties  Institution  for  Deaf  and  Dumb  8 
St.  John’s  R.C.  Institute  for  Deaf,  Boston  Spa  2 


D.  Partially  Deaf  Pupils. 

Of  21  such  children  10  are  in  special  schools  : — 

Northern  Counties  Institution  for  Deaf  and  Dumb  9 
Lawns  House  School  ...  ...  ...  1 


E.  Delicate. 

The  total  number  of  delicate  children  is  289.  Of  this  number 
136  pupils  attend  the  Open  Air  School  (Day)  and  3 are  in  special 
residential  schools  as  follows 


Goldie  Leigh,  Abbey  Wood  ...  ...  1 

The  Marfords,  Cheshire  ...  ...  ...  1 

Convalescent  Home,  West  Kirby  ...  ...  1 


F.  Educationally  Subnormal. 

97  children  are  so  classified  and  of  these  5 are  in  special  residential 
schools  as  follows 


St.  Joseph’s  Special  School,  Essex  ...  ...  1 

Beacon  School,  Lichfield  ...  ...  ...  1 

Littleton  House  School,  Girton  ...  ...  2 

Pontville  R.C.  School  ...  ...  ...  1 


G.  Epileptic. 

Of  a total  of  8 such  pupils  2 attend  Chalfont  Epileptic  Colony. 
The  remaining  6 all  attend  ordinary  public  elementary  school ; of 
these  1 is  awaiting  a place  in  a special  residential  school. 
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H.  Physically  Handicapped. 

There  are  47  physically  handicapped  pupils,  19  of  whom  are 
placed  as  follows  : — 


Open  Air  School  (Day)  ... 

Bradstock  Lockett  Hospital,  Southport 
Liverpool  Open  Air  School  (Residential) 
Hesley  Hall,  Doncaster  ... 


15 

2 

1 

1 


Special  Class  for  Backward  Pupils. 

There  is  a small  class  of  12  educationally  retarded  pupils  housed 
in  Sunderland  Road  Junior  School.  Two  pupils  were  admitted  and 
one  child  was  returned  to  his  former  school  during  the  year.  The 
children  attending  this  class  are  all  between  the  age  of  ten  and  fourteen 
years  and  were  all  re-assessed  during  the  year.  Of  the  twelve  pupils, 
five  have  I.Q.’s  of  less  than  60  and  would  preferably  be  educated  in 
a school  for  educationally  subnormal  pupils  if  the  accommodation 
were  available. 

Mental  Defect. 

Of  the  children  examined  under  Section  57  of  the  Education 
Act,  13  were  notified  under  subsection  3 as  incapable  of  receiving 
benefit  from  education.  Two  of  these  children  were  under  five  years 
of  age  when  examined.  No  children  were  notified  under  subsection 
5 during  the  year,  and  19  of  the  children  examined  were  recommended 
for  education  as  educationally  subnormal  pupils. 

Speech  Defects. 

As  no  speech  therapist  was  available  the  classes  for  speech  training 
were  in  abeyance.  The  names  of  children  who  had  speech  defects 
requiring  treatment  were  put  on  the  waiting  list. 

14.  HIGHER  EDUCATION  OF  BLIND,  DEAF  AND 

DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN. 

1 male  received  training  at  Chalfont  Colony  for  epileptics. 


15.  NURSERY  SCHOOLS. 


The  Nursery  Schools  are  at  present  filled  to  capacity  and  as  the 
number  of  mothers  who  are  employed  outside  their  homes  is  increasing 
the  number  of  places  available  is  now  less  than  the  demand. 
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Fortnightly  visits  were  made  by  school  doctors  to  the  existing 
three  nurseries  and  during  examinations  the  general  condition  of 
children  was  found  to  improve  after  admission.  Minor  skin  conditions 
were  treated  by  the  nurses  who  visited  the  schools  weekly.  Arrange- 
ments were  made  for  children  suffering  from  enlarged  tonsils  and 
adenoids,  orthopaedic  defects  and  dental  caries,  to  receive  treatment 
where  necessary. 


The  following  table  shows  the  defects  found  by  the  doctors  : — 


Enlarged  Tonsils  and  adenoids 
Enlarged  glands 

Other  Nose  and  Throat  Conditions 
Otitis  Media 
Cerumen  (Ear) 

Eye  Defects... 

Bronchitis  ... 

Defective  Speech 
Skin  Defects 

Flat  Feet  and  Knock  Knees  ... 
Carious  Teeth 
Other  Defects 


Defects  found  requiring 
Treatment  Observation 


13 

9 

6 

2 

7 

2 

1 

23 

9 

26 

3 


13 

25 

18 

3 

7 

21 

6 

11 

19 

1 

10 


16.  HIGHER  EDUCATION. 

During  the  Autumn  Term  83  pupils  of  the  Third  Age  Group 
attending  the  Grammar  School  were  examined. 


The  nutrition  of  7 children  was  stated  to  be  slightly  subnormal 
but  the  physical  condition  of  the  remaining  pupils  was  above  average. 
21  pupils  required  further  examination  for  defective  vision  and 
arrangements  were  made  for  them  to  be  seen  by  the  ophthalmologist. 

The  defects  found  during  the  examination  were  as  follows  : — 


Requiring 

Requiring 

Treatment  Observation 

Skin  defects 

6 

2 

Eye  defects 

21 

4 

Orthopaedic  defects 

7 

8 

Other  miscellaneous  defects 

3 

14 
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17.  MISCELLANEOUS. 


The  causes  of  death  in  1950  of  school  children  are  shown  in  the 


following  table  : — 

Non-pulmonary  tuberculosis 

(Meningitis  1,  tabes  mesenterica  1)  ...  2 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  — 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Hypostatic  Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  1 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  ...  ...  ...  2 

All  other  Accidents  ...  ...  ...  4 

Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 
(Cerebral  Glioma  1,  Sarcoma  of  R.  Femur  1, 

Lipo  Sarcoma  of  Buttock  1)  ...  ...  3 

Other  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 


Under  the  Employment  of  Children  Bye-laws  197  children  were 
medically  examined  and  one  child  was  found  to  be  unsuitable  for 
employment. 

Five  nursery  students  were  examined  during  the  year  and  17 
children  had  medical  examinations  prior  to  being  sent  to  Approved 
Schools. 

2,794  children  were  examined  during  the  year  with  regard  to 
their  suitability  for  general  anaesthesia  for  teeth  extraction  and  one 
child  was  found  to  be  unsuitable. 

DUKESHOUSE  WOOD  CAMP  SCHOOL,  HEXHAM. 

During  the  year  2,452  Gateshead  children  attended  the  school 
camp  at  Hexham.  Each  group  of  children  stayed  for  two  weeks 
during  which  time,  in  addition  to  maintaining  their  ordinary  education, 
they  acquired  a knowledge  of  the  historical  associations  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood. 

There  were  no  epidemics  during  the  year  but  55  children  were 
transferred  from  the  dormitories  to  the  sick  bay  for  nursing  purposes 
and  6 children  were  admitted  to  Hexham  General  Hospital  for  treat- 
ment. 2,785  treatments  were  given  by  the  resident  nurse  for  minor 
conditions  which  developed  during  the  period  of  stay.  These  defects 
included  sore  throats,  lacerations  and  skin  conditions. 


MINISTRY  OF  EDUCATION  MEDICAL  INSPECTION 

RETURNS. 

TABLE  I. 

Medical  Inspection  of  Pupils  Attending  Maintained  Primary 

and  Secondary  Schools. 

A.  Periodic  Medical  Inspections. 

(1)  Number  of  Inspections  in  the  prescribed  Groups  : 


Entrants  ...  ...  ...  ...2037 

Second  Age  Group  ...  ...  ...1739 

Third  Age  Group  ...  ...  ...1494 

Total  ...  ...5270 

(2)  Number  of  other  Periodic  Inspections  ...  83 

Grand  Total  ...5353 

B.  Other  Inspections. 

(1)  Number  of  Special  Inspections  ...  ...8005 

(2)  Number  of  Re-Inspections  ...  ...4293 

Total  ...  12298 


C.  Pupils  Found  to  Require  Treatment. 


Group 

(1) 

For  defective 

vision 
(i excluding 
squint ) 

(2) 

For  any  of 
the  other 

conditions 

recorded  in 

Table  I la 

(3) 

Total 

individual 

pupils 

(4) 

Entrants 

6 

440 

392 

Second  Age  Group 

229 

290 

465 

Third  Age  Group 

293 

248 

473 

Total  (prescribed  groups) 

528 

978 

1330 

Other  Periodiclnspections 

18 

9 

23 

Grand  Total 

— — — ~~~ — ~~~ 

546 

987 

1353 

30 


TABLE  II. 


A.  Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection  in  the 
Year  Ended  31st  December,  1950. 


Defect  or  Disease 

(1) 

Periodic  Inspections 

Special  Inspections 

No.  of  defects 

No.  of  defects 

Requiring 

treatment 

(2) 

Requiring  to 
be  kept  tinder 
observation 

but  not 
requiring 

treatment 

(3) 

Requiring 

treatment 

(4) 

Requiring  to 
be  kept  under 
observation 

but  not 
requiring 

treatment 

(5) 

Skin  

108 

38 

19 

1 

Eyes— vision 

546 

201 

182 

17 

squint 

76 

34 

11 

1 

other 

27 

7 

14 

2 

Ears— hearing 

12 

82 

11 

4 

otitis  media 

40 

48 

11 

4 

other 

57 

14 

5 

— 

Nose  or  throat 

242 

838 

40 

19 

Speech 

10 

53 

18 

10 

Cervical  Glands  . . . 

15 

358 

i 

4 

Heart  & Circulation 

12 

167 

5 

18 

Lungs  

35 

171 

6 

5 

Developmental — 

hernia 

2 

9 

— 

— 

other 

9 

73 

4 

5 

Orthopaedic — 

posture 

23 

42 

2 

1 

flat  foot 

205 

245 

19 

1 

other 

30 

115 

6 

1 

Nervous  system— 

epilepsy 

4 

8 

2 

other 

5 

12 

— 

5 

Psychological — 

development 

7 

19 

19 

7 

stability 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Other  

37 

60 

19 

13 

31 


B.  Classification  of  the  General  Condition  of  Pupils  Inspected 
during  the  Year  in  the  Age  Groups. 


A. 

B. 

c. 

Age  Groups 

No  of 
Pupils 
Ins- 
pected 

{Good) 

{Fair) 

{Poor) 

No. 

% °f 

col.  2 

No. 

% of 
col.  2 

No. 

0/ 

/o  °J 
col.  2 

(i) 

Entrants 

(2) 

2037 

(3) 

960 

(4) 

47-13 

(5) 

978 

(6) 

48-01 

(7) 

99 

(8) 

4-86 

Second  Age  Group 

1739 

499 

28-69 

1019 

58-59 

221 

12-70 

Third  Age  Group 
Other  Periodic 

1494 

452 

30-25 

837 

56  02 

205 

13-72 

Inspections 

83 

45 

54-22 

32 

38-55 

6 

7-23 

Total 

5353 

1956 

36-54 

2866 

53-54 

531 

9-92 

TABLE  III. 

Infestation  with  Vermin. 

(1)  Total  number  of  examinations  in  the  schools  by  the  school 

nurses  or  other  authorised  persons  ...  ...  58,272 

(2)  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be  infested. . , 2,627 

(3)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing 

notices  were  issued  (Section  54  (2)  Education  Act, 

1944)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,627 

(4)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing 

orders  were  issued  (Section  54  (3)  Education  Act, 

1944) 


* • 9 


456 


TABLE  IV. 


Treatment  of  Pupils  Attending  Maintained  Primary  and 
Secondary  Schools  (including  Special  Schools). 


Group  1.  Diseases  of  the  Skin  (excluding  uncleanliness). 


Number  of  cases 

treated  or  under 

treatment  during  the  year 

by  the  Authority 

Otherwise 

Ringworm — Scalp 

20 

11 

Body 

45 

— 

Scabies  

16 

— 

Impetigo 

140 

2 

Other  skin  diseases  ... 

1201 

16 

Total  ...  ... 

1422 

29 

Group  2.  Eye  Disease,  Defective  Vision  and  Squint. 


Number  of  cases  dealt  zvith 

by  the  Authority 

Otherwise 

External  and  other,  including 
errors  of  refraction  and  squint 
Errors  of  Refraction  (including 

149 

3 

squint)  ... 

651 

— 

Total 

800 

3 

Number  of  pupils  for  whom 

spectacles  were  : — 

(a)  prescribed 

560 

— 

(b)  obtained  ... 

554  (approx.) 

— 
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Group  3.  Diseases  and  Defects  of  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat. 


Number  of  cases  treated 

by  the  Authority 

Otherwise 

Received  operative  treatment : — 

(a)  for  diseases  of  the  ear  ... 

— 

9 

(. b ) for  adenoids  and  chronic 

tonsillitis 

201 

45 

(c)  for  other  nose  and  throat 

conditions 

— 

6 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment 

146 

12 

Total 

347 

72 

Group  4.  Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects. 


by  the  Authority 

Otherwise 

(a)  Number  treated  as  in-patients 

in  hospitals 

19 

(b)  Number  treated  otherwise,  e.g . 

in  clinics  or  out-patient 

departments 

422 

9 

Group  5.  Child  Guidance  Treatment. 


Number  of 

cases  treated 

In  the  Authority's 
Child  Guidance 

Elsewhere 

Clinic 

Number  of  pupils  treated  at  Child 

Guidance  Clinics  ... 

— 

9 

Group  6.  Speech  Therapy. 


Number  of  cases  treated 

by  the  Authority 

Otherwise 

1 

Number  of  pupils  treated  by  Speech 
Therapists 
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Group  7.  Other  Treatment  Given. 


Number  of 

cases  treated 

by  the  Authority 

Otherwise 

(а)  Miscellaneous  minor  ailments 

(б)  Orthoptic 

2841 

218 

I 

TABLE  V. 

Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment  carried  out  by  the  Authority. 

1 .  Number  of  pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority’s  Dental  Officers  : — 


(a)  Periodic  age  groups  ...  ...  ...  ...  7431 

(b)  Specials  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1847 

Total  1 ...  ...  9278 


2.  Number  found  to  require  treatment  ...  ...  5674 

3.  Number  referred  for  treatment  ...  ...  ...  5674 

4.  Number  actually  treated  ...  *...  ...  ...  3959 

5.  Attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treatment  ...  ...  7788 

6.  Half-days  devoted  to  :■ — 

Inspection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

Treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  888 

Total  6 ...  ...  954 

7.  Fillings:  Permanent  Teeth...  ...  ...  ...  2116 

Temporary  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  382 


Total  7 


9 9* 


2498 


9.  Number  of  Teeth  filled:  Permanent  Teeth  ... 

Temporary  Teeth  ... 

Total  8 

9.  Extractions  : Permanent  Teeth 

Temporary  Teeth 

' Total  9 

10.  Administration  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extraction 

11.  Other  operations:  Permanent  Teeth  ... 

Temporary  Teeth 

Total  11 


...  1660 
...  382 

. . . 204© 

...  1054 

...  6139 

...  7193 

...  2793 

...  1902 

. . . 80 

...  1982 


36. 


